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OLD WARSHIPS FOR SALE AT BARGAIN PRICES

v ....TFtV'Z?

'St-lt- , CM-LE- D
TfiE,

BLUFF ojB'Rft'ZLUr

had a Imrg.dn sale of oldT warships at tho Navy Depart-tr.o- nt

List week. Only live ves-
sels wero offered then, but there

are many others that will lave to bo dis-uM- 'd

of shortly. If you aro of a patri-
otic turn of mind, keep your eyes open
fcr the departmental advertisements,
teo.it.Mi sjiiio of tho old craft which have
leen stricken from the mvv list and con
demned for public auction uro vessels
with historic rccordj. Not sinco iW
h.is tho Navy Department had no many
tljip? to dispose of, und thi.s stnto of af- - I

fair-- , is an illustration of the manner in
whi h the dufenccs of tho Unitel States ,

luvo tiuvaloped cinco the tcginnins of .

the new navy in tho early 'Mis.

line of the vw:K)U hid unon at the recent
Kle Ins no architectural rotation to the !

tBodeni tiwn of war. That is the old
fnp.ito San'.ee. built nt Kittery, Mo.
away back in 15J5. TIicto is probably )

t.o tliip in tho activo fleet y whtr-l- i

Ls tanro closely indc.itified with t!:o tduca-tiwii.- il

years of naval ofticen than this
sirno old craft.

Hie Santeo saw for.-ic- during the civil
rar,!but whilo on tho Galveston blockade

ttr crow suffered sovcVely from scurvy
and tho was sent North to refit and to
rIvo her men a chanco to recover. Slio
t.ivcr r. imed to tho front, but was

to tho Naval Academy, whore
in tir.e became tho barrack hhip of
th station. Evory naval oflker who
as a midshipman or naval cadet sufToreii
arrest or cunflnement for some infrac-
tion jf tho regulations of tho academy
had gowl reason to iememler tho old
fricate. lloyish pninks of all sorts as
I1!) i graver violations of tho rules,
lornmenly meant many hours or days
rr cei; of confinomi.nt alioard the
Mn'eo. 'Hie purchaser of the vessel
cum! do u good bu.sines.s in souvenirs
if ho would have ttm old craft worked
ilio mementoes of lormer academic days.

vwtn tho bantoo tho Navy Department
p'f ar at auction th Atlanta, thf Yankee.
t." and tho littlo gunboat

which was i.ip tired in Cuban
waton, during tho war with .Spain. The

.iniioe and Yoseraito are converted
which were purchased for

during that war The
alt1 of those uhlps awakens no special

It'nron! Tlin !i;t.--.l-!i tit Atl.nnta U n
u oront raitter

ilio Atlant.i win one of the nucleus
' t.,o now navy and her long active

raro-- r, romparod with the service given
v later bttil men of war, bus lefloctt--

crMi on her builder. John Roach of
t tjestor, who laid the foundation or the
I navy and tiffcred financial ruin
'"a'i&o of his rourago and ho thor-oighnf-

with which li did bis work,
'ii .optember of 1 S the quadron of

i Ution, popularly known aa ho white
"i'.adron. was organiztd. It cons htcd

l.o flagship Chicago, the bicter cruisers
Atlanta and Boston and tho then speedy
r,'.nbr.,at Vorktown, It was under the
command of Rear Admiral John G. Walker.

While Squadron Dispersed.

TV ships ass mblfsi in New York harbor
and ,arly In December hailed away to
Kuripe to show what America could
produce in the way of up to date ships of
rtffl Their cruise In European waters
ralli-f- l forth a great deal of commendatory
rritlrjsm Now, twenty-thre- o years later,
fi'Mntlally every ono of thoso ships
t passing out of tho naval service.

N"ftr y two year ago tho Boston was
in. kfn rom u navy list, but was re--

red months later to do 'emporary
ri'ity as it station ship at I'uget Sound.

Chicago U making a last shift of it
"h th Mas&achui,ett Nava Militia

lf re following the rest of her memor- -
o squadron mates. Th York own

' len condomned and will shortly
ti put under the hammer

Trio only fehlp of he white squadron
to co into battle was tho Boston. She took
as (fltctive part in tho battle of the 1st
rf Muy, WH, whon under Dewey's leader-tu- p

the Spanish naval lorces were do--

off Manila Commanded by Capt.
II'., i). i;Vans the Yorktown backed up

.r n.ig nt Valparaiso whea our relations
i t'hile wero decidedly strained, in

Mi. borause of tho attaok upon members
l tun crew of tho cruiser Baltimore and

f r s ibsiKiuent attitudo toward tho
h vainer Ituta. Perhaps the

rc t (ffpetive hervi of tho Yorktown
mat undor Fighting Bob

"0 ttio l!.?rlng Kra will o enforcing the
modus vivcndl concluded botween this
Wermnent and that of Great Britain.
"1 'iiiit trying sendco Capt. Evans proved
'li'it tm was us much of u diplomat as a
toan of war

lao last previous lot of condemned
toaval vessels that were sold inoluded the
crulier Detroit, the gunboat Bennington,

wots

75 .

V1'

the old sloop of war Iroquois, the con-
verted yachts Hornet and Siren and the
torpedo boats Stiletto and Winslow,

Parly In 1891 tho Insurrection in Brazil
had reached a crisis which seriously men-
aced American and foreign merchant
shipping at Rio de Janeiro, and tbo North
Atlantlo Squadron was ordered south
under Hoar Admiral A E K Benham By
the time the ships reached Rio foreicn
merchant craft were tied up at the city's
docks under the guns of the Brazilians nnd
unable cither to load or to diachargo their
cargoes.

Admiral Benham requested the release
of tho American mere antmen. und failing
to get a proper response set a time limit.

XUDIRBER.irBUlLTon
ana bold to

As there was no Fhow of yielding on the
fwirt of ,tho Brazilian officials the little
Detroit, commanded by Capt. Ilronson,
cleared lor action ana in tne ia co of the
Brazilian batteries and the native men of
war headed boldly or the wharves and
the detained merchant craft Tho insur-
gents fired and tho little Detroit promptly
answered with her own rapid tire guns.
Thero was no real fighting, the Detroit's
action showed that Admiral Benham
meant business and the Brazilians yielded.

Fought in Spanish War.
Tho torpedo boat Winslow is memorable

because of the part she played in tho ac
i'lon ofr Cardenas Cuba, on May 11. 1S68
Commanded by Lieut. John B. Eernadou,
she led the attack on home .Spanish gun-
boats which had sought fcholter within
the harbor. .Suddenly the enemy opened
fire with precision frjtn a shore battery
and in a few moments the Winslow was
disabled Lieut, l adou was wounded
und Ensign Wort' B..gley und three en-
listed men wcrr ' ''ed, while two other
sailors were hn. 1. Those four deaths
were the first lives losin battlo during
the Spanish-America- n war.

The converted yachts Hist and Hornet,
both of which bavonow passed out of the
naval service, proved useful vessels dur.
ing tho naval operations In tho Wcbt Indies
in 1898. On June SO tho Hist and Hornet
while making a reconnaissance between
Capo Cruz and Manzanillo, wore engaged
with the enemy's vessels, field batteries
and infantry at tho latter place. The
Hornet was struck many times and had
her main sU-a- pipe cut, being thereby
totally disabled. Sho was towed out of
danger by the Woropatuck

WONDERFUL THINGS
By DR. LEONARD KEENE HIRSH-BER- G a

The existence of molecules, hitherto
a matter of theory and reasoning, has
at last been actually proved. When the
minuteness of a molecule Js considered
the wonderful results of modern re-

search methods will begin to bo appre-
ciated.

In fifteen grains of air there are mole-
cules to the number of 2.7x10 raised to
the nlnctcentn power, if you had
started to count one molecule a second
100,000,000 years ago you would not
yet have reached enough of them to de-

tect chemically.
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on July 18, the Hist and by Honduran but the
made another attack the authorities kept her from

at Manzanillo mid succeeded ' away on tier filibustering
gunboats, Once dition.

moro Hist on Tho Bennington Is duty y

August II in a third upon a floating storehouse molasses at
nillo. In this the Hist and her Tho was n&tablo in
consorts the Newark, Resolute, Suwanco her day as the first of tho boats
and were assisted by the Alva- - of tho new navy. Sim built of wood
rado, whlcti tiad previously been and designed by tho UerreshofrB Bris-turo- d

from the Spaniards. After her tol, It. Her of eighteen knotH an
sale to a in New Orleans was deemed remarkable at the
two years the was purchused j timo of her construction.

WHICH
million miles a second. Its

energy lu that of a weighing 0110
Brain moving at a velocity of

of un Inch a second. This
Is moro energy the eyo receives
from a candle ono yard away,

Tho eye ran seo the of mole-
cules as tlioy strike n screen composed
of These flashes have
counted by and
by C. T. R. Wilson they shoot
through tho air. The track, as air
molecules are shattered, left electri-
cally Theso form
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OtherShips of the to Be Disposed of Soon Besides the
Five Sold Recently Historic Craft Thus Auctioned

Buyers and What They Do With Their Bargains
The taxpayer may wonder how the

selling prices of these condomncd vessels
compure with the contract or tho purchase
cost. Tho following (Inures will give a
pretty fair Idea of what tho Government
gets after warships have finished their
years of active service:

Contrtiot or
Purcliajt

Name. Price) Price.
Detroit $012,500 1:0,000
Bennington 400.000 tl.MO
Hornet II7..VH) 5,100
winlow ot.soo 2.2:0
Hint its.eo ;,21
Siren to.i s.s&i
Stiletto ;j 0 97;

What the purchasers may l.avo made
out of tho transaction is, i,f course,
unknown to tlio publlo, Tim Detroit
was first commissioned In mi and the
Bennington was then two years in service,
and in estimating the depreciation of
these ships wo must bur In mind, the
number of years of their usefulness on

v"'i i.V
'(,1.

V J
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the active list of the navy. The rule
that now governs the condemning of
fighting craft is different from that which
used to prevail and this explains why
wooden ships have seemingly endured
longer in service than the vessels of
modern steel construction.

In 1883 Congress limited the cost of
repairs of wooden vcssels'to 20 per cent,
of tho prico of a now ship of similar size
and nlno years later the limit was reduced
to 10 per cent., an exception being in the
case of certain hiBtorlo vessels, such as

HAVE DISCOVERED
trons had passed the drops were bigger.

Ordinary ulr purtlcles movo only at
tho rate of a fairly fast trolley car, or
twelve miles an hour. But by applying
powerful electric fields this speed may
be Incrcuscd thousands of times. Then
the active or kinetic energy of the air
molecules will make a screen fluores-
cent wherever they strike It.

This experiment may be carried out
in various ways. When made with the
negatively charged cathode rays the
spectrum shows air atoms and mole-
cules of nitrogen and oxygen, with
strongly deflected particles of hydro
gen, carbon and oxygen.

The movlna; or klnatio Margy of

RECtlVINf. 'SHIP INDEPEMDENCE: NVY YB.RP, MARE I5LifNDTCA.L
0NLYO5.74GU .UNEiOF-DATTLI- !, SHIP AFlOftT A!U C LOSE, PE-WA- R.

herself
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tho Hartford and Kearsarge. Again, in
1907 Congress set tho cost of repairs
upon steel ships at ft limit of :o per cent.
This recalls a bit of history which is
revived in the condemnation of the old
wooden steam sloop of war Nlpslc, which
is soon to bo sold.

Tho Nlpslc was 'repaired at the navy
yard In Washington from 1873 to 1878
ond her repairing virtually constituted
her rebuilding. At that time Congress
was Indisposed to truiko substantial
appropriations for any increase of tho
navy, but did not balk at providing for
upkeep and repairs. Accordingly the
oiu case iron nawso pipes or tno original
Mpsio were used as a imsis around which
to construct a now craft. This stretching
of the term repairs led to the act of Con-
gress of 18S3 and put a stop to the
lon established practice of practically
remaking some of the old ships of tho
service.

Tho striking of the Nlpsio from the navy
list means the dleappcarance of a ship
which was vividly in tho minds of the
public twenty-thre- e years ago. On March
15 and 10, 1880, tho Nipsic. Trenton and
Vandalia wero at Apia, .Samoa, in company
with the British fehlp Calliope and tho
German ships Adlcr, Olga and Eber
when a tropical hurricane swept down
upon tho harbor. Tho country was
thrilled when the news reached tho
United States that the Trenton and the
Vandalia had been wrecked and many
lives had been lost, but there was a sense
of deep pride over the manner in which
officers and sailors alike had borne them
selves.

Alone of all the vessels there, the Cal-
liope succeeded in making her way out
of the harbor into the offing. As she
passed the flagship Trenton, the Ameri-
can bluejackets cheered tho Britishers
on while the Trenton's band played them
a godspeed. The Nlpslc, although bat
tered and driven ashore, was again safely
floated after tha stona subsided. Such
repairs as coutd be made on the spot were
executed, and with a crippled screw and
a jury rudder the Nlpsio made her way
to Honolulu, where he was docked and
put into better condition to continue her
journey on to San Francisco.

Century Old Independents.
There ls another wooden ship which

has been stricken from tho navy list
recently, and that is the steam frigate
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Wabash, which has served as a receiving
ship at the navy yard In Boston for a good
many years. The Wabash was built
at the old navy yard in Philadelphia
in 155 and was put in commission carlv
In 1861. She did good service during the
civil war and in her day was considered
ono of the very finest 6hips of her class
In the world. The Wabash will soon bo
put under the hammer.

But the most interesting of th" old
wooden ships which have recently been
put out of commission is the Independence,
which has been tho receiving bliip at the
Mare Island navy yard for more than
half a century. The Independence was
built in Boston and launched inSll and
on July 3. 1815, salted uway from Boston
for the Mediterranean as the flagship
of Commodore Balnbridgo. At that tinio
the Independence was a eeventv-fou- r

gun ship of the line, had a displacement,
of 2,257 tons, old measurement, and
represented a total cost of till, 810. Later
she was to a ship of fifty-fo- guns.

Tho Independenco was tne only ship of
the lino that was afloat during the War of
1812, and tho fln-- t snip of tho line of tho
United States Navy, if we except tho
America of eeventy-fou- r guns, whloh was
givon to the French nation before her
launching. The Independence was tho
first ship of tier c!n to display the Starn
and Stripes abroad, ft is proposed to mako

her one of the features of tbo Panama
Paclilo International Exposition. Sido

ABOUT MOLECULES
negative hydrogen electrons ls equal
to tho velocity of light One of them
shoots through a solid with the force
of a bullet, leaving It, however, Intact
It will pass through an aluminum win-
dow or shutter of a Crookes or Lcnard
tube and, produce fluorescence on a
Bcrecn beyond.

In a way as yet unexplained theso
electrons cause chemical decomposition
of the alkaline salts. Chloride of
lithium ls turned violet, rock salt be-

comes as blue as a sapphire, und phos-
phorus becomes red. This property has
already been put to commercial use for
tho final exhaustion of electrlo lamp
bulbo, . .

by sldo with a modern dreadnought
she will not make an Imposing figure,
but In her time she was formidable, and
surviving as she does to-d- nearly a
century from the tlmo her keel was laid
she typifies tho changes that have been
wrought In warfare upon the sea.

Quite apart from tho tncro physical
dctericration of tho eteel fighting shin,
theso vessels ccaso to bo effective fighting
units by reason of rnpld advances In tho
art of warfare. It Is a maxim now that
no man of war can bo of Rny military
vnlno after a life of twenty years. Be--

t
r uibo of this limit many of tho older ship

'ho navy will soon lie condomned for
O.uo, and probably some of those craft
will be acceptable to tho minor marltlms
powers.

Sold to Other Nations.
This naturally suggests the questions.

Wliat vessels has this country ever soM
to foreign nations and what service have
those vessels done for their purchasers? It
might quite properly to said that we gave
Japan her first armored man of war, and
In that transaction wo got nearly half a
million dollars. The Confederate States
purchased early in 18C5 an ironclad ram
then named tho Sphinx and vecrctly con-
structed by Messrs. Annan of Bordeaux,
Franco, for tho Confederate Government
Tier battery consisted of ono 300 pounder
and two 70 pounder Armstrong guns. To
avoid tho international complications the
Sphinx was sold under certain conditions
to tho Government of Denmark, and while
en route to that country Mie was taken
into a Swedish pert and nominally sold
to a Swedish gentleman. She was sub-
sequently delivered to the Confederate
agent and his oMiccrs in the open sea off
the coast of France.

Tho transaction had not escaped the
notice of tho United States representa-
tives in Europe, and the Stonewall, as
the ship becamo known, was watched by
Federal cruisers and followed from port
to port as she zigzagged her way across
tho Atlantic. Finally the Stonewall
reached Havana in May, 1805, and to
escape capture was put out of commis-
sion and turned over to the custody of
the Spanish Captain-Gener- al of the island.
The Spanish authorities later delivered
the Stonewall to the United States, and
In 1687 wo sold tho ship to Japan together
with two sailing craft which became
training ships for the Mikado's navy.

Billr I'll III I

At tho close of the civil war we had two
single turreted monitors just completed
in Cincinnati, vessels of n trifle less, than
I, 100 totia. which wero known as tho
Catawba and the Oneota. Each of theso
vessels tcprewtuod a cost of $020,000, and
those weie profitably disposed or to
Peru. They served the very useful pur-
pose of keeping Chile at arm's length
mom than onco during their years of
activo service.

Another vessel, the Galatea, of 1.244
tons, rarrying eleven guns, was sold to
tho llaytian Government in August,
lfcH5. The ship was built here in Now
York by tho Neptune Steamship Com-

pany in 183. and for years aftorwaril
tho Galutoa was the principal craft of tho
llaytian navy.

During tho civil war Admiral Leo had
attached to the James River flotilla tbo
ironclad Onondaga, really a double tur-
reted monitor of 1,250 tons. The Onon-
daga was virtually tho pioneer of the all
big gun dreadnought of to-da- She
cost tho Government $759,073, and at the
conclusion of hostilities was bought
back by her builder. George W. Qulntard
of New York, ior that sum. He sold the
vessel in luo to tho French Government
and the ship, still named Onondaga, w
on the active list As a coast guard until
a very few years ago.

At the time the Onondaga was sold
wo had building at the shipyard of W.
II. Webb of this city the Ironclad ram
frigate Dunderberg, a vessel of 6,000
tono, armed with four 15 Inch and
twelvo 11 incli guns. Tho ship was a

craft In every particular and
reflected in many ways the genius of
her dotignor. Tho Dunderberg was re-

named Rocharabeau by the French
Government aftor nor purchase In IBM.
Tho Rochambeau never saw any war
service, but for years she was considered
a formidable ship and a very valuable
unit of tho French navy.

Most of the old wooden vessels of the
navy which huvo disappeared from the
active list and been sold have completely
lost their identity as naval craft. lu
many Instances they have proved more
profitable to their purchasers when
broken up for tbo take of their copper
bolts and other metnto and as material,
for oak fundi uro or firewood. Where the
hulls have boon kound enough for fur-
ther duty afloat some of these ships bar
been turned into coal barges.


